[Analysis of 216 cases of total laparoscopic hysterectomy].
To investigate the effectiveness and safety of total laparoscopic hysterectomy (TLH). A retrospective study of laparoscopic hysterectomy was conducted in this setting. From March 2002 through March 2004, 216 women were subjected to TLH. The average age of the patients was 45.5 years (38-60 years). Out of the 216 patients, 24 had dysfunctional uterine bleeding, 5 atypical endometrial hyperplasia, 139 uterine fibroid, 46 adenomyosis, 2 cervical carcinoma in situ and 36 had a previous lower abdominal surgery. The TLH was carried out using ultrasonic scalpel and the amputated uterus was removed transvaginally. The vagina and peritoneum were closed under laparoscopy. Of the 216 cases who underwent TLH, 23 had bilateral adnexectomy, 36 had ovarian cystectomy, and 54 had adhesiolysis simultaneously. No case was converted to laparotomy. The mean operating time was (103 +/- 35) min. The average amount of blood loss was 83 +/- 45 ml (60-320 ml) during operation. The average hospital stay after operation was (5.3 +/- 1.9) days. There were 4 patients with urinary tract injury in this study population. One bladder perforation was found during operation and repaired under laparoscopy. Two patients had vesicovaginal fistula formation. One ureteral-vaginal fistula was found after operation. The fistula was all closed spontaneously with a prolonged catheter drainage. TLH appears a safe, effective and reproducible procedure. It is an alternative method for those women who need hysterotomy.